
- One of the first racially integrated churches in America.

- Many people in the church were socialist or communist. Jim Jones had been monitored by the U.S. government due to his previous affiliation with the U.S. government. 

- Churches believed in some form of Christianity, although they were all very different from the mainstream. Different ideas included socialism (People’s Church) extraterrestrial beings (Heaven’s Gate) and that the cults leader was the second coming of christ (Branch Dividians)

- The cults believed that their suicides would be rewarded in the afterlife or would be the key to the next evolutionary level. This was used by the cults leaders to encourage the people into suicide. 

 - Jim Jones and many other radicals within the cult were terrified of people leaving. To prevent this from happening Jim Jones when as far as ordering his cultist to kill a visiting congressman. Shortly after this the group committed a mass suicide leaving over nine hundred. One third of these people were children.

- The group moved to Guyana in order to create a socialist utopia away from the U.S. and the threat of nuclear war.

- All of these churches disliked the mainstream media and thought it was twisting their views to make them look bad.

- The groups worshipped a central figure and would unquestionably follow whatever that figure said. Two of these figures (David and Marshall) saw themselves as gods. 

-All groups saw the government as a direct threat to their views.

- Cult let people leave of their own accord, making people believe that they had control of their membership. However the cult would make people believe that they would be doomed to a disaster, and the leaders were very charismatic in making people stay.

- Cult believed that Jesus and his disciples had attempted to do the same things they had when they committed suicide.

- Believed that a natural disaster was coming towards earth, and that suicide was the only way to escape it.

- Both cults believed that their group was attempting what Jesus had attempted.

- Both cults found it incredibly important to leave behind records of their views and beliefs.

- The cult still has a website up and running today. They have plans to maintain the website for the very different future.

- Toward the end of the siege the group believed that David Koresh was the second coming of Jesus and that further encouraged the group to obey him and give their lives defending the compound.

- Believed that the WACO compound was a holy ground that they needed to defend in order to get into heaven. This inspired them to enter a siege with the government that would last fifty days. 

- The group had some who didn’t want to be a part of the building’s defense. These people were arrested by the FBI and charged with many crimes.

- The Jonestown incident had the FBI worried that a similar plan was in place during the WACO siege. Because of this they had to work very carefully.


